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H.R. Rep. No. 1315, 49th Cong., 1st Sess. (1886)
49TH CoNGREss, } HOUSE OF REPRESE~TATIVES. 
1st Session. { 
REPOH.'l' 
No. 1315. 
HASKELL INSTITUTE, LAWRENCE, KANS. 
MARCH 24, 1886.-Cowmitted to the Committee of the Whole Honse on the state of the 
Union and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. PERKINS, from the Committee on Indian Affairs, submitted the fol-
lowing 
REPOR,T: 
[To accompany bill H. R. 33t!8.l 
The Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom 1cas referred the biU (H. R. 
3388) making an appropriation .fm· the completion of Haskell Institute, 
an Indian school at Lawrence, Kans., submit the following report: 
As originally designed, the Haskell Institute was intended to accom-
modate 500 Indian scholars. In its present and unfinished condition its 
maximum capacity is 350 scholars. On the 19th day of Deeember last 
there were in attt>ndance upon this school 322 Indian boys and girls, and 
since that time several haYe been admitted, so that it is now nearly or 
quite fillt:>d to its maximum capacity. The work of this school has com-
mended it to all visitors and to all who interest themselves in the cause 
of Indian education and Indian chTilization . . It was opened to scholars 
less than two years ago, but its pro2ress bas been snch that the nrgent 
necessity for additional accommodations is apparent to all who have 
given the matter attention, and has the warm approval of the superin-
tendent of Indian education, the honorable Commissioner of Indian .Af-
fairs, aud the Secretary of the Interior. 
The present superintendent of the school, Art bur Grabowskii, was be-
fore your committee and gave an interesting awl detailecl statement of 
its mn.nagement and accomplishments, and, encouraged by the res_ults, 
be earnestly urged upon the attention of the committee tbH necessity of 
this appropriation. The school is located ou 320 acres of land adjoin-
ing the beautiful city of Lawrence, on the Kam;as Hiver, and has many 
advantages in its favor as an Iudian industrial school. It is only 150 
miles from the Indian Territory, and within 40 miles of it are Indiau 
reservations, peopled by the wards of the Government, \Yho should be 
qualified for the duties and responsibilitie~ of ci tizenship, and the su-
perintendent, .Mr. Grabowsldi, assuret.l the CO)nmit.tee that if the addi-
tional accommodations were provide(l he conl(l, within a brief period,. 
fill the school to its full capacity by In<lian children, volunt;uily offered 
him from the Indian Territory and the great reservations of the North 
and West,. Situated as the school is in the great grain-prodncing and 
cattle and hog-raising State of Kansas, snpplies c<tn be obtained for it. 
at much less cost to the Go,?ernment than in most sections of the coun-
try, and the 320 acres of land belonging to the school, aud donated t() 
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the Government by the public spirited citizens of Lawrence, in conse-
quence of the location of this industrial institute at the gateH of their 
city, is rieh and productive and capable of a hig:h state of cultivation, 
and froru which ver.v much can be raist>rl, thus lessening the burdens 
to the Go,rernment in sustaining the institute. The University of Kan-
sas is also located at Lawrence, which will give to the ambitious Indian 
who is not content with his industrial education an opportunity of com-
pleting it in an institution of learning second to none in the land. 
Building material and labor are eheap at Lawrence, anil we know of no 
place in the country where the Goverumt>nt can provide these needed 
additional educational ad vantages for the Indians for less money than 
at the site of this industrial school. ln proof of this, special attention 
is called to the report of the board of visitors which aecompanies tllis 
repoi"t, and in wllich the necessity of these auditional accommoqations 
is suggested and their character and estimated cost are given. In his 
last aunual report the superinteuuent of Indian education has this to 
say of the. Lawrence sehool: 
Haskell Institute, nt Lawrence, Kaus., was estitblished in 1884. In September of 
that year it was opened with 125 pupils. This school is in need of more buildings, 
and with adequate fa.cilities may be made the most useful of all the training schools. 
Tht>re is every reason to believe that the present superintendent, Mr. Grauoroskii, 
will manage it with much more than ordinary ability 
The Commisl:::iioner of Indian Affairs and the Secretary of the Interior 
are of the opinion that the bill slwuld be amended so as to authorize 
the purchase of auuitional land. Ln this opinion yonr committee con-
cur, and recommrud that the bill be so amendeu as to authorize, from 
the money appropriated, the purchase of forty acres of additional land 
for the accommodation anrl use of the sehool. The letkrs of the Secre-
tary of tile Interior and the Commissio11er of Indian Affairs, and copies 
of resolutions adopted by the board of trade of the city of Lawrence, 
are attached hereto and made part of this report. 
In this report your committee do not deem it neces~ary to enter into 
a discu~sion of the Inclian educational s.vstem, but, believing that great 
good iR being accomplished b.v this Lawrence school, J;he passage of the 
bill is recommended, with an amendment. 
DEPARTMRNT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, Frbrua1·y 19, 18t:l(). 
SIR: lion. B. Vv. Perkins, of the House Committee on Inr1ian Affairs, has transmitted, 
with r. quest that certain information be fnrnisbed to sa,id committee thereon, H. R. 
3388, l'('Illg' "A Lill making appropriation (in the sum of $58,:!00) for t11e completion 
of Hai-ikell Institute, an Indian school at Lawrence, Kans." 
Tl1• Hnbject having been referred to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, I transmit 
here\\ j , II eopy of his letter of l~th instant, with inclosures noted therein, relating 
thereto. 
The Commissioner remarks that the bill as framed seems to restrict the expenditure 
of tlw nppropriation to "the completion of buildings." He states that the school 
needs lllore land, and suggests that the bill be so amended as to allow the 1noney to 
be expended "for tLe completion of buildings and the pnrchnse of additional land," 
in wlJiel1 t;nggestion I concur. 
The l>i 11 (H. R. 3:l88) is herewith respectfully returned. 
Ve1.)· resyectfully, 
The CHAIRMAN COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
House of Representatives. 
L. Q. C. LAMAR, 
Secreta.ry. 
HASKELL INSTITUTE, LAWRENCE, KANS. 
DEPARTMRNT OF TilE INTERIOR, 
0F'FICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS (INDIAN SCHOOL SERVICE), 
Washington, Febrzw1·y 1:.!, 1886. 
3 
SIR: I have the hnnor to acknowledge this rPceipt of a commnnicat.iou from Hon. 
B. W. Perldns, of the Committ.ee on Iudia.n Affairs, inclosing copy of a hill (H. R. 
3:3tl!:l) making an appropriation for the completion of the Ha~:~kelllustitute, Lawrence, 
Kans., whi<'h commnniua.tion and inclosure was reft>rred by you to the Couuuissioner 
of Ill(lian Affairs for report February :3, 18H6, and in answer thereto I respectfully 
srate that iuclose<l you will tiod papers referred uy you to this office of dates Decem-
ber 26, ltltl;J, and Decem lwr ~8, 18~5. 
Tfie superintendent. of Indian schools and myself cordially agree with the recom-
mendations contained in tht>se papers, and uelievc that proper legislation for com-
pleting the building at, and. for purchasing additional ground for, Haskell Institute 
is necessary. 
The inclosed bill seems to restrict the expenditure to the completion of buildings. 
The school needs 111ore laud, and I respectlully suggest that it should be so amended 
as to allow the money to be expended for the completion of buil(lings and tl.Ie pur-
chase of afldit.ioual laud. 
Very respectfully, 
J. D. C. ATKINS, 
Commi~J~Jioner. 
The Hou. SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR. 
OFFICE OF THI£• C'IIAMBER OF COMMERCE, 
.taw1·ence, Kan~t., December 22, 18135. 
At a meeting of the Lawrence Chamber of Commerce held December 19, 1t!85, the 
following prl'am ble and resolutions were adopted: 
\Vht·reas, Haskell Institute still remaius in an nnfiuishe<l condition, with tlle orig-
in<d plans contemplated h.v its fonuders but partially carrie<l onr; and 
\Yhen·as its pres1~11t maximum capacity for receiving pupils, a::l we learn, will be 
reached early in lritl6; :LJHl 
Wnt>reas the hoanl of visitors for this institution, appointed hy the Secretary of the 
Interior, in it.s report jnst H!lbrnitt.t>d to the Department of the Interior, recommends 
the completion of tho iu1-1titntion so as to accommodate 500 Indian scholars by au ap-
propriation of $58,:.!00: Therefore, 
Resolved, That this bo(ly does endorse and ttpprove of the action of the board of 
visitors, HtHl urges upon our entire representation in Congress to lend au active in-
fluence to secnre snch appropriatiou, which we believe to be necessary for the good 
of tlle school aud the best intt-rest of the public service so far as the industrial edu-
cation of the Indiaus is Ctmcerned. 
Resolred, That it is the s .... use of this body that much of the supplie. consumed at 
the institute may be bonght in Kansas far cheaper and of a. better quality thau the 
same are now furnished ov the Government. 
Hesolt•Nl, That. a copy of these resolutions be transmitted to the honorable Secre-
tary of the Interior, and also to each of our 8euators and Represeutati \·es in Congr~ss. 
R. W. CUNNINGHAM, 
Secretary. 
LAWRENCE, KANS., December 19, 1885. 
SIR: \Vt·, tho undersigned, of the board of vi!;itors for Haskell Institute, at Law-
rence, Leg leave to submit to you 1 bis our first report: 
\Ve Lave ou several occasions visited thi>~ Indian Industrial School, aurl we find i.n 
atttmdauco at the prese11t time 322 pupils, being an increase of about 12G since the 
prese-nt superiutencli>Ut assnm<'cl control, the mid1lle of Jul_y last. Out oft.he 200 In-
dians present iu the schoDl at that date he bas retnruefl to their respective tribes 60 
whom he deemed afllicted with incnrable ailments, some of them, and others of this 
number for the reason that tbev did not consent to remain in the school for three 
years-a requireme11t as to t.im~ which the superintendent has seen fit, as he informs 
us: to cnforee upon all pnpils .. 
As to bodily appearance and cleanliness the Indians present a very creditable ap-
pearance. They are well dreRsed, aud, so far as we could learn, orderly and sub-
missive to the rnles of the school. 
The dormitories, wash-rooms, diuing-room, and school-rooms are well cared for, 
and appeared as clean as we might well expect. 
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Much improvement has been made since our first visit in May last in grading about 
the bnildings, whitewashing in the basements, and in making proper drains to se-
cure hPalth and comfort. 
The officers and employes seem to be efficient aud devoted to their duties. The 
superiutendeot himselfis a worker and his heart apparently is in his work. 
He informs us that he has introduced a kind of military system of governing the 
school. The Indians at first seemed somewhat rest.ive under the stringency of the 
rules and regulations imposed by him upon them. We defer for the present the ex-
pression of any opinion as to what we may think of this feature of his government. 
We wait for results rather. 
. In your letter of appointment we are asked "to make such suggestions and recom-
mendations as in our judgments may be for the general welfare of the Indian chil-
dreu, the better management of the school, and for the interest of the public service." 
The Haske l Institu~e is an unfinished enterprise. Only a portion ofthe buildings 
contemplate when it was founded have been erected. It was planned to accommo-
date f)(l0 pnpils when finished. Its maximum capacity, as it now stands, is 350, being 
only 2':-l more than is to-day in attendance. The superintendent thinks he will have 
it filled early in January next. We therefore recommend the follo\ving outlays to be 
made, and in doit\g this we have availed ourselves of the experience of the architect 
who built the buildings already there, as well as have gathered up such other infor-
mation upon the point as we could do from trustworthy sources. 
NEEDS AND ESTIMATES OF COST. 
(11 Water-supply, with suitable power ............................... --~---
(2) Gas and fixtures throughouij, ....... ·-·--· ...........• ·-·--· ........... . 
(:3) General dining-room with a st~m laundry over the present boiler-house. 
( 4) A storage building for Government stores .......•••••..•........ · ...... . 
(5) Corn-cribs, wagon-shed, and implement and tool rooms ............... . 
(6) Cattle-sheds, a piggery, and ponJt.ry-house ....... ·----· ............... . 
(7) A quantity of hot-bed sash, with a small conservatory and a root-house 
attached for storage of potatoes, beets, &c ... _ .• __ ._ •.......... _ ..... . 
(8) A residence for the superintendent .................................... . 
(9) Three cottages for employes .............................. ·-·--· ...... . 
(10) A gymnasium for boys, and espedally for use in bad weather ......... - .. 
$2,500 
2,fi00 
8,500 
1,300 
750 
500 
1,000 
3,000 
4,500 
1,500 
(11) Shops for engineer, carpenter, harness-maker, shoemaker, mason, and 
!:ltonesmith's sh• d ... . .. _. __ ........ _ .. _. _ ... __ ... ____ ... _ ......... _. 2, 200 
(12) The extension of the hospital on plan furnished by the United States In-
dian Department, so as to accom~.nodate 20 male and 20 female pa-
tients. ____ ... _ .... _. _ ........ __ ..... __ · ... _ .............. __ ... . . . . . . . 4, 000 
(13) The purchase of 40 acres of additional arable land ............. _ ....... · 4, 000 
(14) For building four dormitories, so as to accommodate 150 more pupils, as 
contemplated by the original plan, estimated to cost $150 per pupiL ... 22,500 
We also suggest, inasmuch as this school is situated in a rich farming country, to 
your favorable consideration the wi!:ldom of buying much of the supplies for the 
school iu open market, and thereby make no inconsidera].)le saving to the Government. 
E~pecially can this be affirmed of all meats, flour, corn, and groceries of all kinds 
used. You pay thP year round for these stores far more than the same can be pur-
chaKed on onr streets, notably so in the case of .corn and beef. 
This school has the warme'>t sympathy of a whole St,ate enlisted in its behalf. We 
venture to entertain the hope that ·the above recon:imendations will meet with your 
approval. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servants, 
Hon. L. Q. C . LAMAR, 
Sem·etat·y of the Interior, Washington, D. ·c. 
JAMES S. EMERY. 
J. G. HASKELL. 
C. S. DUNCAN. 
D. L. HOADLEY. 
We, citizens of Lawrence, having acquainted ourselves with the workings of the 
Indian School, and having read the above recommendations of the Board of Visitors, 
do corclia.lly indorse the views above expressed. 
c 
GEORGE INNES. 
GEO. LEIS. 
OSBUN SHANNON, P.M .. 
